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Wiltshire’s Population 

2045 Population Projections and the Ageing Population 

Over the Next 20 Years 

The number of people in Wiltshire aged 
65+ years is expected to rise by almost 

40%, an increase of around 47,500 
people

The number of 85+ year olds is 
expected to double, from 16,800 to 
34,000 people, higher than growth 
predicted regionally and nationally 

By 2045… Wiltshire South 
West England

Population aged under 65 years 
expected to have increased by 3% 5% 4%

Population aged over 65 years 
expected to have increased by 39% 35% 32%

Population aged over 85 years 
expected to have increased by 103% 88% 75%

By 2045, the population of Wiltshire is 
projected to increase by 11% to 

581,308.

This rise will not be uniform across all 
ages, with the older populations 

increasing at a higher rate

Ethnicity Wiltshire

Asian, Asian British or Asian Welsh 2.1%

Black, Black British, Black Welsh, Caribbean or African 1.1%

Mixed or Multiple Ethnic Groups 1.7%

Other Ethnic Group 0.7%

White: English, Welsh, Northern Irish or British 90.1%

White: Gypsy or Irish Traveller and Roma 0.2%

White: Irish 0.5%

White: Other 3.6%

Estimated 2025 Wiltshire Population 
523,700 

Age band %

0-19 years 22%

20-64 years 55%

65+ years 23%

49% 51% Top five languages other than 
English spoken in Wiltshire

Polish
Nepalese
Romanian

Portuguese
Spanish 
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In 2024 in Wiltshire, 
almost 13,300 children aged 
under 16 were living in low-

income families

This is equivalent to 14.6% of all 
children aged under 16 in the 

county 

Children in low income families

In the 2021 Census, almost 9% of 
Wiltshire’s population were 

recorded as providing some form 
of unpaid care

2.4% provide 50 or more hours of 
unpaid care per week

Carers

In the 2021 Census, 17% of 
people in Wiltshire were recorded 

as having a disability 
under the 2010 Equality Act 

6% of people in Wiltshire have a 
disability that significantly limits 

their daily activities 

Disabilities 

In 2023/24, almost 3,000 people 
in Wiltshire registered with a GP 

have a diagnosed learning 
disability

This is equivalent to 0.5% of the 
population

Learning Disabilities 

In the 2021 Census, almost 1,000 people in Wiltshire identified their ethnicity 
as Gypsy, Roma or Irish Traveller, equivalent to 0.2% of the local population 

The county is also home to 65km of the Kennet and Avon Canal. 
The 2023 Wiltshire Boater Survey highlighted that just under 2000 

individual boat sightings were recorded by the Canal and River Trust in 
Wiltshire in 2022 

Gypsy, Roma, Boater and Traveller Communities 

HMP Erlestoke is located in 
Wiltshire

This a Category C men’s prison 
with an operational capacity of 

approximately 500

HMP Erlestoke 

Military Personnel 

As of 2025, there are in the region 
of 16,000 serving military 

personnel residing in Wiltshire

  This figure excludes spouses, 
partners and children and is 
equivalent to 3% of the total 

population of the county

Rurality

Almost half (42%) of the county is classified as 
rural
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51%
Female

For further Wiltshire level data and insight, please visit www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk

Reference Data source Date 
Estimated population, proportion of males and 
females and breakdown by age band  

Office for National Statistics, 2024 mid year population estimates for England 
and Wales

2025

Ethnicity Office for National Statistics, 2021 Census 2021

Top five most common languages spoken other 
than English

Office for National Statistics, 2021 Census 2021

2045 population projections and the ageing 
population 

Office for National Statistics 2022-based (migration category variant edition) 
population projections

2025

Disabilities Office for National Statistics, 2021 Census 2021

Learning disabilities NHS England, Quality and outcomes framework 2023/24

Carers Office for National Statistics, 2021 Census 2021

Children under 16 years in low income families Department for Work and Pensions, children in relative low income families, 
local area statistics

2024

Gypsy, Roma, Boater and Traveller communities Office for National Statistics, 2021 Census 2021

Wiltshire Council boater survey 2023

Rurality Office for National Statistics, Lower super output area (LSOA) rural/urban 
classifications

2021

Military personnel Ministry of Defence, Location statistics for UK regular armed forces and 
civilians

2025

https://www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk/
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