Education and employment: Key focus areas

Employment

Free school meals (FSM)

In Wiltshire, the proportion of pupils known to
be eligible for free school meals has risen
from 13% in 2020/21 to 17.1% in 2024/25

Special educational needs (SEN)

In 2024/25 1 in 5 pupils (20.5%) in Wiltshire
had identified special educational needs
compared with 17.3% in 2020/21

.

This is likely to be an underestimate as not all
pupils eligible for free school meals are
registered as such

Inequalities in attainment

Educational attainment varies across different stages of schooling.
Persistent gaps are observed between pupil groups, reflecting
underlying inequalities in learning outcomes

| Attainment type 2023/24_____| FSM_| SEN | All pupils_

% reaching good level of development at

the end of reception year (5 Yrs) e o R
% meeting expected standard in reading,
writing and maths at key stage 2 (11 Yrs) 32% 17% e
Average attainment 8 score (GCSE 312 27.9 46.1

attainment measure) (16 Yrs)
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6.2% of these pupils had an Education, Health
and Care plan, indicating more complex needs

Not in education
employment or
training (NEET)

e

| e

3.1% of 16-17 year
olds in Wiltshire are
NEET or have an
unknown status in
2025. This is lower
than England (5.6%)

Resident median earnings

Median earnings for full time employees living in
Wiltshire were £36,783 in 2024. Despite increases in
the past 5 years, they are still below median
national earnings (£37,617)

Employment levels

81.8% of 16-64 year olds in Wiltshire were in
employment in 2024, higher than levels in
England (75.6%) and the South West (78.3%)
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In 2024, 62.1% of 16-24 year olds in the county
were in employment, higher than levels in
England (50.7%) and the South West (57.9%)

16-24 year olds in work

People with disabilities or limiting conditions in work

Inequalities exist in employment levels for people with
disabilities and the total working age population

In 2024, the proportion of persons with disabilities in
work was higher in Wiltshire, at 67.5%, than the South
West (61.5%) and England (57.6%)
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Reference Data source
Pupils eligible for free school meals Department for Education, Schools, pupils and their characteristics 2024/25
Special educational needs Department for Education, Special educational needs in England 2024/25
Reaching a good level of development at the Department for Education, Early years foundation stage profile results 2023/24

end of reception (5 Yrs)

Reaching expected standard in reading, writing | Department for Education, Key stage 2 attainment 2023/24
and maths at the end of key stage 2 (11 Yrs)

Average attainment 8 score (16 yrs) Department for Education, Key stage 4 performance 2023/24

16-17 year olds not in education, employment or | Department for Education, Participation in education, training and NEET | 2025
training (NEET) or where status is unknown

Resident median earnings ONS, Annual survey of hours and earnings 2024

Employment levels ONS, Annual population survey: Economic activity 2024

For further Wiltshire level data and insight, please visit www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk
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