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Ageing Population

In the 2021 Census, 1 in 10 people 
aged 65+ years in Wiltshire were 

recorded as providing some form 
of unpaid care.  This is equivalent 

to almost 11,000 people

Around 4,700 people aged 65+ 
years in the county provide 50 or 
more hours of unpaid care per 

week

Dementia

Life expectancy at 65 in Wiltshire 
2021 - 2023

2.6 Yrs

19.6 Yrs 22.2 Yrs 
Flu 

Vaccination 
2023/24: 

65+ year olds

Wiltshire South West England Target

83.8% 81.3% 77.8% 75%

Vaccination Coverage

Shingles 
Vaccination 

2022/23:
 71 year olds 

Wiltshire South West England Target

55.9% 51.6% 48.3% 60%

Falls

Almost 5,000 people in Wiltshire had 
a recorded diagnosis of dementia 

in 2023/24 

Not all persons living with dementia 
have a diagnosis.  In 2024, the 

estimated dementia diagnosis 
rate in persons aged 65 years and 

over in Wiltshire was 61.7%

There could therefore be a further 
3,000 people in older age groups in 

Wiltshire that are undiagnosed

of eligible women aged 53 to 70 
years in Wiltshire were screened for 
breast cancer in 2024, higher than 

levels in England (69.9%)

of eligible 60 to 74 year olds in 
Wiltshire were screened for bowel 
cancer in 2024, higher than levels 

in England (71.8%)

72.7%

77.3%

Rates of hospital admissions due to 
falls in 65+ year olds in Wiltshire 

are reducing

In 2023/24 in Wiltshire, there were 
around 2,200 hospital admissions 

due to falls in older age groups.  
Rates are consistently higher in 

females

Over the next 20 years, the 
number of people in Wiltshire aged 

65+ years is expected to rise by 
almost 40%, an increase of around 

47,500 people

The number of 85+ year olds is 
expected to double, 

from 16,800 to 34,000

At 65, females in Wiltshire could 
expect to live a further 22.2 

years.  This is 2.6 years longer 
than males in the county

Cancer screening Carers
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Reference Data source Date 
Ageing population Office for National Statistics 2022-based (migration category variant 

edition) population projections
2025

Life expectancy at 65 in Wiltshire Office of National Statistics, Life expectancy for local areas in Great 
Britain

2021 - 2023

Vaccination coverage NHS England, Immunisation statistics 2022/23 and 2023/24

Estimated dementia diagnosis in persons aged 65 
years and over

Office for Health Improvement and Disparities (OHID), based on NHS 
England recorded dementia diagnoses data

2024

Carers Office for National Statistics, 2021 Census 2021

Emergency hospital admissions due to falls in 
people aged 65+ years 

NHS England, Hospital episode statistics 2023/24

Breast cancer screening NHS England, Breast screening programme 2024

Bowel cancer screening NHS England, Bowel cancer screening programme 2024

For further Wiltshire level data and insight, please visit www.wiltshireintelligence.org.uk
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